
 

From the desk of  

     Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and peace! 

Today with great exhilaration, we join the Universal Church in 

celebrating the Solemnity of Pentecost, [which in Greek liter-

ally means ‘fiftieth,”] as we behold the descent of the Holy 

Spirit on the Virgin Mary and the Apostles. While that still 

fresh sense of loss had saddened the Apostles, on this day 

we witness them newly bathed by the fiery tongues of the 

Holy Spirit. Therein was a new compass that pointed them 

in bold directions to become more like the Lord, Jesus. 

Transformed by all these events and filled with supernatu-

ral zeal, the Apostles were particularly eager to move out 

and demonstrate the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  

Notably, even the numerous ethnic groups that day experienced 

a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit through the gift of tongues: They 

were astounded as they heard each other speaking in their native languages. 

No doubt many of the Jews may have left their home under the Old Covenant and returned un-

der the New! One of the gifts of Pentecost was to understand each other and the marvels of 

Gods greatness. 

Holy Mother Church records that later in medieval times, there was a particular hole in the 

dome of the church called the “Holy Ghost Hole!” On Pentecost, there followed a rain of flow-

ers indicating the gifts of the Holy Spirt, sometimes in the form of red rose petals that filled the 

church, covering the floor. Upon chanting the Veni Sancte Spiritus [Come, Holy Ghost] there 

arose in the church a sound “as of a violent wind blowing.” …here there may have been the 

blowing of trumpets, or choir boys who hissed, hummed, and pressed windbags, rattling the 

pews.  

On Pentecost day, the huge crowd was overcome by a regenerative power that transcends it; it 

was the power of understanding the mighty deeds of God. Thus at Mass today, especially at 

Holy Communion, we also will experience this power of the Holy Spirit: pray that we inherit 

this passion so that we may also taste the sweetness that comes with experiencing the Risen Je-

sus. Since we all have received the Holy Spirit at Baptism, Pentecost re-presents an opportunity 

to renew our baptismal vows. As I conveyed last Sunday, every baptized Catholic must realize 

that God has chosen us all to be witnesses of hope, love, and salvation, and each has been hand-

ed a baton by Jesus Christ to continue His message of love to all. 

We especially are called to listen and be attentive to that little voice in us as the Holy Spirit 

speaks and directs us, especially at those times that we need to discern God’s will in our lives; 

to celebrate the unity that is based on understanding who God is, what he has done, what he is 

doing, and what He will continue to do in the life of the Catholic Church. Amen! 

Come, O Holy Spirit; fill the Hearts of your faithful people! 

A Joyous Pentecost Sunday! 

Fr. Julius 


